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Legends: L - Lecture; T - Tutorial/Teacher Guided Student Activity; P — Practical; C - Credit;
*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The student will have ability to:

1. Provide an advanced academic understanding of subcontinental prehistoric
transitions from foraging communities to urban frameworks.

2. Examine the philosophical and structural evolution of early Indian religious systems,
tracking the development of Vedic rituals, heterodox movements, and early Puranic
traditions.

3. Critically evaluate the interplay between environment, technology, and material
culture in shaping early Indian civilisations.

4. Analyse structural shifts in socio-political organization, tracking the evolution
from tribal lineage systems to early states and empires.

5. Train students in cross-examining multi-lingual textual sources alongside
archaeological, epigraphic, and numismatic data corpuses.

Course Alignment with UNSDG:

s SDG 4: Quality Education — Drives high-level critical thinking, academic research literacy, and
objective data-synthesis methods through complex historical textual deconstruction.

s SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities ~ Evaluates the advanced wrban landscape
architecture, sanitation systems, and hydraulic engineering models of the Indus Valley
Civilisation for sustainable contemporary layout insights,

& SDG 16; Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions — Investigates the historical development of

institutional  governance, early legal frameworks, and democratic assemblies
(Sabha/Samiti/Gana-Sanghas) in ancient India,
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*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

Course outcomes: After completion of the course, the student will be able to:

| CO H : Course Outcomes J

Critique the major historiographical paradigms and scientific methodologies used to reconstruct
CO1 S R g
prehistoric and early historic India.

Compare the technological milestones, economic trajectories, and decline models of the
Paleolithic, Neolithic, Chalcolithic, and Harappan cultures.

Deconstruct the socio-political, economic, and religious transformations of the Vedic and Later
Vedic periods using primary literary corpuses.

\COZ

‘CO3

Analyze the dynamics of the second urbanization, the rise of the Mahajanapadas, and the

[CO“ philosophical foundations of heterodox traditions.

Evaluate the administrative machinery, economic policies, and geopolitical reach of the ;
Mauryan Empire and post-Mauryan regional states.

iCOS

Teaching Pedagogy:

T1 Interactive classroom lectures, conceptual blackboard timeline mapping, and comparative sessions
| bridging archaeological material culture with ancient textual sources.

T2 Eplgraphlc script transcription exercises, primary text deconstruction assignments, and peer &
|Ireviews of digital archaeological artifact scans,
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Legends: L - Lecture; T - Tutorial/Teacher Guided Student Activity; P — Practical; C - Credit;
*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

Experiential Learning

Module 2/4: e.g., Analyzing the municipal engineering and drainage efficiency of|
Harappan cities, or evaluating the socio-economic impact of the second urbanization in the
Ganga Valley.

Module 3/5: Mapping the spatial distribution of Ashokan rock edicts to reconstruct
ancient trade routes, or conducting a textual deconstruction project on resource
management in Kautilya's 4rthashastra.

Case
Study

Group
1Discussion

Assessment Tools

Code ”Xssessment Tool J
IAT1-1 llHistoriographical Essay Critique J
AT1-2 IDescriptive Assignments / Analytical Term Papers.

IAT1-3 lMid-Term Examination

AT1-4 ”Primary Source Archaeological & Epigraphic Analysis Report

AT1-5 "Group Discussion Presentation Performance Matrix.
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Legends: L - Lecture; T - Tutorial/Teacher Guided Student Activity; P — Practical; C - Credit;
*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

Module ” Descriptors/Topics |Hours | Assessment Tools j
I Sources and Prehistoric Cultures: Sources of Ancient '
Indian History; Historiographical Trends; Paleolithic and 12 AT1-1, AT1-3
Mesolithic Cultures.

I |Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Harappan Civilization:
Emergence of Food Production; Regional Chalcolithic| 12 AT1-4, AT1-3
Cultures; Indus Valley Civilisation.

I  |Vedic Society and Culture: Early and Later Vedic

Society; Political Institutions; Social and Religious 12 ATI1-2
Developments.

IV |Second Urbanization and Heterodox Traditions: :
Mahajanapadas; Rise of Magadha; Buddhism and Jainism,

V  |Mauryan and Post-Mauryan India: Mauryan Empire and
Administration; Ashoka and Dhamma; Post-Mauryan 12 AT1-4, AT1-3
Political Developments,

12 ATI1-5

Additional Resources
A. Value addition to course content/ Skill enhancement content:

e Integration of Indian Knowledge System (IKS) perspectives on cosmic order (Rta), ecological
balance in Vedic hymns, and ancient conservation ethics.

» Introduction to reading, interpreting, and digitizing archaeological site reports from the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and handling open-source satellite imagery for
landscape archaeology.

B. Remedial classes for slow learners:
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Legends: L - Lecture; T - Tutorial/Teacher Guided Student Activity; P — Practical; C - Credit;
*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

e Remedial support will be provided through simplified bilingual chronological timelines,
structural concept maps, and re-teaching complex historiographical debates to enhance
baseline conceptual clarity.

e Guided structural answer-writing practice, step-by-step thesis building, and short historical
source-identification exercises will be used to improve academic expression and data
retention.

e Interactive small-group mapping sessions, physical artifact replication reviews, and targeted
oral questioning will be conducted to reinforce historical understanding and encourage active

participation.
Suggested Readings:
Reference 1. Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006). The Oxford Companion to Indian
Books Archaeology. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

2. Singh, Upinder. (2008). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval
India: From the Stone Age to the 12th Century. New Delhi: Pearson
Longman,

3. Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300,
Berkeley: University of California Press.

4, Sharma, R.S. (1996). Material Culture and Social Formations in
Ancient India. New Delhi: Macmillan,

5. Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1982). The Rise of
Civilization in India and Pakistan, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press,
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*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

Suggested Archaeological Survey of India Digital Library (epubs.icar.org.in/asi),
e-resources  [National Mission on Manuscripts (namami.gov.in), e-PG Pathshala History
(Websites/e- Modules (epgp.inflibnet.ac.in), and the open-access Digital South Asia Library
books) (dsal.uchicago.edu).

Course Articulation Matrix (Mapping of COs with Pos and PSOs)

Correlation with POs Correlation with PSOs

Course Outcomes

PO1|PO2|PO3|PO4|PO5|PO6|PO7|PO8|PO9|PO10|PSO1 |PSO2 (PSO3
Cco1 3|2 2 |1 21 3 2
co2 313 2 i 2 2| 3 2
CO3 21213 21312 ' 2 3 1
Co4 213 |1 2 |1 30121 2 2 1 2
CcO5 3032|332 |3|3|2]3 3 2 3
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*Teacher Assessment shall be based following components: Quiz/Assignment/
Project/Participation in Class, given that no component shall exceed more than 10 marks.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The student will have ability to:

L.

Develop an advanced understanding of archaeological theories, concepts, and
methods used in reconstructing ancient Indian history.

Examine the evolution of material culture through archaeological evidence,
including settlements, artifacts, architecture, ceramics, inscriptions, and coins.
Critically evaluate archaeological data using scientific dating techniques,
excavation reports, and interdisciplinary approaches.

Analyze the contribution of archaeology in understanding social, economic,
political, technological, and religious developments in ancient India.

Train students in the interpretation of archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and
art-historical sources through practical and analytical exercises.

Course Alignment with UNSDG:

SDG 4: Quality Education Promotes advanced research skills, archaeological
interpretation, field documentation, and evidence-based historical inquiry.

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities Examines ancient settlement planning,
water management systems, urban landscapes, and heritage conservation practices.

SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions Investigates the emergence of
governance structures, administrative systems, and state formation through
archaeological evidence,

SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals Encourages interdisciplinary collaboration
between archaeology, geology, anthropology, environmental sciences, and digital
humanities,
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