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GPANTHRO201 Ecological Anthropology 

Course Educational Objectives (CEOs): 

        CEO1: To appraise the basic concept of ecological anthropology. 
        CEO2: To provide knowledge of various Approaches in the study of Human Ecology. 

        CEO3: To provide knowledge about the process of adaptation in various climatic zone. 
        CEO4: To provide the understanding of primary human adaptive strategies (sometimes  

         referred to as subsistence patterns) that have been identified by anthropologists. 

    CEO5: To train the students to recognize the potential of this indigenous knowledge to  

                contribute to sustainable solutions to future food needs, energy provision, and  

                resource conservation.  

 

Course Outcomes (COs): The students are expected to: 

          CO1: Define Ecology and explain the relationship between cultural and natural  

                   (or ecological) systems. 

CO2: To adopt an appropriate methodology to study/understand a situation. 

CO3: Comprehend the process of adaption in various climate zones; and 

CO4: Analyze and critically assess the socio-cultural, economic, and environmental  

         costs and benefits of industrialized agriculture, including bio-technologically 

         engineered food crops. 

CO5: Evaluate critically environmental and natural resource issues in light of  

     understanding interrelationships, ecosystems, and institutions. 
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Course Contents:  

 

Biological Dimensions 

 

UNIT I: Concepts in Ecology: Definition; Eco-Sensitivity Adaptation; Acclimation; Acclimatization.  

               Biotic, and Abiotic Components.  

 

UNIT II: Approaches in the study of Human Ecology: Comparative Method; Cause and Effect; Multiple   

                 Stress and Strain Relationship. Ecological Rules.   

 

UNIT III: Human Adaptation to Climate: Adaptation to Heat, adaptation to Cold; Adaptation to High  

                  Altitude; Impact of urbanization and industrialization on Human Adaptation.  

 

 

Cultural Dimensions  

 

UNIT IV: Culture as a tool of adaptation; Various Modes of Human Adaptation in Pre-Industrial Societies.  

 

 UNIT V: Dynamics in Cultural Dimensions of Human Ecology: Agriculture; Peasantry; Industrial 

                 civilization and growth of urban societies 
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