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GUANTHRO101: INTRODUCTION TO ECOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Course Educational Objectives (CEOs):
CEO1: To provide knowledge about the meaning and scope of Ecological Anthropology.
CEO2: To provide knowledge about the fundamental concepts & their applications in

Ecological Anthropology.
CEO3: To provide knowledge about Ecological Anthropology approaches.

CEO4: To develop a familiarity with relationships between human societies& the

environment through understanding human ecology, culture & adaptation.

CEOS5: To provide an understanding of dynamics in cultural dimensions of various

societies.

Course Outcomes (COs): The students are expected to:

CO1: Explain the meaning and scope of Ecological anthropology and environmental
determinism and possibilism.
CO2: Describe the fundamental concepts and their application in Ecological

Anthropol

ogy.

CO3: Describe Ecological Anthropology approaches.
CO4: Discuss the various communities and their ecology.
CO5: Discuss the dynamics of cultural dimensions of various societies.

Course Contents:
UNIT I: Ecological anthropology: Meaning & scope; Ecology: Definition & Basic
concepts. Introduction to human ecology; Environmental determinism & possibilism.
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UNIT II: Fundamental concepts & their application in Ecological anthropology: Ecosystem;
Ecological community; carrying capacity and Human ecological niche.

UNIT I11: Ecological Anthropology approaches: Cultural ecology; Population ecology;
Systems ecology, and Ethno-ecology. Contribution of Wissler, Forde, Steward,
Barth, Vayda, and Rappaport.

UNIT IV: Communities and Ecology: Hunting—gathering communities, Pastoral
communities, Horticultural and agricultural communities, and Island communities.
Energetic and human societies.

UNIT V: Dynamics in Cultural dimensions of agricultural, and Peasant ecology; Industrial
Civilization & Growth of Urban Societies.

Suggested Readings:

Textbooks

Hardesty, D.L. (1977) Ecological Anthropology. New York: Wiley & Sons.

Netting, Robert Mc.C. (1971). The Ecological Approach in Cultural Study. New York: Addison
Wesley Modules in Anthropology. Modula-6 Sand Hill; Road, Menlo Park: Cummings

Publishing Co.

Odum, Eugene, P. (1963). Ecology, Modern Biology Series. New York: Holt, Rinehart &

Winston
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